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begin new operations against him, but, for the
allies, reinforcements were approaching from on all
sides. All told there would soon be a numerical
superiority of no less than 135,000 men. Na-
poleon has been much blamed for not withdrawing
from Leipzig before the final and complete closing
in of the allies around him. But, apart from the
blow that such a course would have meant to his
pride, there was the valid consideration that as
his only avenue of escape was to the westward, the
allies would quickly have forced him back across
the Rhine and this meant the sacrifice of the
garrisons in the various fortresses of Germany
which numbered no less than 130,000 men.

The 17th of October, save for some insignificant
skirmishing of Blticher's army with stray divisions
of Marmont and Ney, was a day of rest, a lull before
the storm. Both armies stood in battle formation,
Napoleon in his old position of Dosen, Wachau,
Liebertwolkwitz, Kolmberg.

That Napoleon, by the afternoon of the I7th,
had come to consider his own situation desperate
may be inferred from the report of one. of his
prisoners, the Austrian general Merveldt, who was
summoned to the Emperor's tent at Meusdorf.
Napoleon began by fencing. He declared that his
own army still numbered more than 200,000 men
and Merveldt told him that the allies had more
than 350,000, both of which statements were
equally exaggerated. Napoleon then burst forth
with: " Will this war last forever? It is about time